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Number § - May 1986

Ecditors : Interlopers =

FY0 Ranking Event, Eirzam {Dunkels)
H2.Astbury, Scheel Housa, Stratiyre,
(087T4-527)

Interiopers AGM (Tpm, Sommerville Rocz, Edinburgh
University, Pleasance), followed by
annual mezl {Dragon Pearl restaurant,

cppesite Playhouse)
BOC Warm-Up Event, Darnzway Central (Forres)
D.McNeil, Hilltop, Mackenzie Drive, Forres
0309-73503

British Championships, Achilty Forest (Contin)
Entries closed

BOC Badge Iveni, Achilty Forest (Contin)
Entries closed

Summer O : Colinton Dell (Dovecoct Park)
Ma~k Wood, 031-664-5966

Moravian Open Event, Newtyle (Forres)
J. Robertsan, Suilven, The Quarters, Fochabers
Fochabers 0795

Capricora entries close

Summer 0 : Holyrood
Alistair Lesssls

Scottish Championships, Mabie South (Dumfries)
Entries closed

The Hills (Dumfries)

Summer C : Celder Weod
Jonn 2igger, Lizlithgow 945084

Invoe Open Svent, Carse Wood (Ardersier)
D. Ayres, U Ters Avenue, Culcabock, Inverness
0463-222060

Summer O : Saltoun Forest
Sheila Strain, Tranent 611014

Maroe Open Event, Dalliefour, Ballater
J. Bennie, Elizabeth Cottage, Woodside Road,
Banchory 03302-2383

Summer O : Bonaly Tower - Relays + barbecue
Mike Burton, 031-U47-1117

Capricorn weekend, northern England
C. Pilling, 4 Peel Place, Barrowford, Nelson

ECX0 Mini Mountain Marathon, Lochgoilhead
H. Smith, Ardentinny Centre, by Dunoon

Ozher are?s nave sizilar series 5 the Zdizburgh Sucoer G,
for exaspie run by Roxdurgh Jeivers in the berders and by
FvC ?r:uad Stirling. Details in "Score", or {rom the cluds
invzived, or your zlub committiee.

Charlie Walton ESCC - Ben Bate

§§ Mznor Place 18 Grange Terrace
aéin?fz;? §53 TEG Edinburgn ZHY 2LD
£31-223-3782 021-568~2109

¢ Ngveamber
14 Decexber

11 Jan '87
22 February ELO
22 March WFO

SUMMER 'O' LEAGUE SERIZS

The summer 'O' series co-ordinated by Charles
Eowie (867 8287) carted on 30/4/85 ai
Cramond to be followed by :

7 May Hillend - Bob Cherzy 557 0652

14 May Dalkeith House - David Lane 228 237%
21 May Bonaly - Meryl Marshall 4483 5716

23 May Colinton Dell - Mark Wood 664 5966

4 June Holyrooé - Alistair Lessells 337 1144
11 June Calderwood - John Biggar L°gow 845084
18 June Saltoun - Sheila Strain Tr'nt 511014
25 June Bonaly - Mike Burton 447 1117

This series is intended as an introduction to
'0' with control carés, timing etc. EHelp is
needed and if you are available, contact the
organiser or just go along and lend a hand.
Registration 5.30 for 6.00pm starts, but it
is usually busy at 5.30pm. A beautiful
poster has been designed and distributed to
the four coramers oif Lothian. Publicity
material is also available to those who
te with a view to increasing overall
snip in Lecthian - so iZ you now
~e who has an interest in 'O'lll.

w

£ % Training * ¥
Training on tuesday and thursday evenings continues
as ncrmzl, just the Jjob for sharpening up belors the
chempionships, or Just Lo get into some sort of shape
for “he summer, we're having big zurp-outs with folk
of all abilisies cocing along, SO don't be afraid.
To rezind you of the details :
Tuyesday : interval session, short and only as painful
as you chocse to make 1t! Meet at the east
end of the meadows, ready to run at T:55pm.
Thursday : Run from Meggetland - mostly off the road
now it's light at night; most folk do 5 to
10 miles, or on a nice night some veature 2
bit further up into the Pentlands. No need
to be a superstar, Just to enjoy running.
The ladies section on thursdays has been
particularly strong of late, and we've been
taking over nearly half the Centre Court
Pub afterwards! Meet for the run at the
changing rooms at Meggetland (great hot
showers these days = 20p donation is asked
for, but it's all ploughed tack into the
spors, o at lasst the regular parzizipanis
stomaschs!) at 6pem, or in the pub from afout
T:15.



I'd like tc start off with a shert nct
3

Hs
illy name™ Paul, aditer of CezpassSport, in the hope
that he aight read at least this far. I've no oblec
tion to material from "Capital Q" being used in Com-
pass3port, but please note that it is from the JOINT
NEWSLETTER for Interlopers and ESOC, not from the
"ESOC newsletter®™ as stated in a couple of recent Com=-
passSports. There may be a question mark hanging over
the future of the newsletter (mors in a moment) but
for thne time being it remains a joint production.

Cn

It's coming up to AGM time again so this might be
@y lzst chance to waffle away in this capacity, but
time and space suggest that I should limit myself to
topical 1issues, like mergers. Merger mania aight not
be a very accurzte description, but the idea of team-
ing up with 280C has certainly generated mcre articles
far e newslatter (3 .s0 farl) than anything else in
the past year. The propcsal that is to be put a: tze
AGM is detziled elsewhere, and I hope there will be =2
good turaout and a representative vote (remsmber
postal vetes are OK if you can't be there ia person),
tut & sids issue to be considered is what is to become
of "Capizal Q7. If, at the AGM, the vote is ia favour
el a zerger, the ball then passes ta the ZS0C court;
Lif they e like the idea af jeining up, the naw clud
“ill presuszstly have a  new newslatier, and we ‘ust
have zn interiz pericd to worry about, during which
the current arrangszent may as well continue.

n

£ 0

3ut what if the motion is defsated, or if ESOC
don't want to merge? The joint newsletter could of
course continue in either case, but I f=el a3 decisica
should be made at the AGH regarding the future of the
newsletier. "Capital O" has now had a fair trial runm,
and I for cne feel that the sconmer we gst back to our
QWn separate newslettiers the betiar - see my Mmerger”
artiecle for more details. I am aware, however, that
many members are in favour of the joint production,
and I {eel that the best situation would be for the
editor to be in agreement with the majority, so if a
combined newsletter is what is wanted I would be hap-
pisr not to stand for the editor's post again. I hope
this may generate some discussion at the AGM (and sug-
gest that this takes place before the committee elec-
tions}, and I will be interested to hear any comments.

Anotner problem we have at present is Just what
is happening on tuesday nights these days. Training at
the Meadows continues as always, usually with a large
turaout from a varisty of backgrounds (including
numerous orienteers), but the Southsider has been shut
of late so no one knows where to meet up later on.
Some folk have been going to the Golf (by Bruntsfield
Links) while others prefer the Partridge (just along
from the Southsider), although neither have been
declared particularly suitable. This confusion does
little for the tuesday pub night which seems to be
struggling for survival at the best of times. Part of
the problem is a result of timing; those running at
the Meadows either head straight to the pub, or go off
to wash and eat before re-appearing later on, to be
Jjelned by others wno have given the training a miss.
As few can afford to spend all night in the pub these
days, and it's not always a good idea in mid-week any-
way, many of the "early pubbers” disappear off before
the later folk arrive - not much of a get together.

It seems to me that the combination of an "after
training™ drink and a club gathering is doomed to
failure, with both suffering as a result. The elub
gathering might be more iaviting if it was less regu-
lar, say every second week, or if training was earlier
en. I'm not toc keen on running at Spm anyway, but
it's a rush to get home, washed, fed, and out again to
the pub for say 10 o'clock. Would intervals at Tpm be
a silly idea? I realise this goes against a wealth of
history and tradition, but it might make a more
manageable tuesday night and make the pub night later
on seem more attractive. Any comments? For the time
bteing let's standardise the venue (any ideas?) and try
and encourage more folk aleng - it's a good chance to
meet folk and catch up with what's been going on.

Locking after newsletter distribution means that
I have to keep a close eye on the membership list and
wnile it is very nice to see a fair crop of new
members this year, it is still sad to see some of our
members from last year not renewing their membership.
Seme folk move to other areas, some change clubs, some
Just presumably drift away from the sport. Some turn-
over in a club is cbviously to be expected, but it

by 9 0O oa
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newsliatier,

That's more than enough about problems; what
about orienteering? We have a great month in pros-
pect, with the British champs, Scottish champs and
Scottish relays all coming up, plus a badge event at
Birnam, all offering good coampetition on quality ter=-
rain. The British is certainly shaping up to be a
weekend to remember, though the word is that it is
going to be tough - a good chance to show the
southerners what orienteering 1is really all about!
With local events mid-week as well there is plenty
going on for all tastes, and how about this summep?
The Capricorn is an excellent event if you like that
sort of thing (2 day "mountain long 0"), the Mammoth
weekend sounds preomising (thoush you daserve = prize
if you can fizure out how the relays are meant to
werk!l), and the White Rose should be good practice for
nsxt year's JK. Much to look forward te anyway = but
remember the AGM first. See you tzere if not before,

Secretary's Notes - from Andy Spenceley

We have had a lot of new members since the last
newsleiter - welcome %5 the club. The new members are:

Pollock family {Stephen M21, Sheena W21, Andrew M6
teven M7), who were introduced to orienteering after

a talk by Bob Cherry and John Campbell;

John Barrow (M40), who was a founder member of the
club and has now rejoined after returaing from Aus-
tralia;

Joan Fyfe (W21), who has moved from Moravian;
Matthew Strachan (M21), an ex StAUOC;
Julie Grant, another ex StAUOC and AUOC;

Riemersma family (Rhdolph M40, Eva W40, Gordon Mili,
Ynske W10), who have been competing at Lothian O-
leagues this season.

The club AGM and annual meal is taking place on
Thursday 22nd May. We need some new committes members
for next year, in particular the club needs a new
secretary as after 3 years in the post I am retiring
before I get voted out. I am spending more time
involved with hill runaning than orienteering at the
moment, so it is better to nand the job on to someons

who is more commited to orienteering. Other vacant

posts include Social Seeretary, S.E. Area Rep. an
perhaps, Newsletter Editor.

T teams have been entered for the Scottish Relay
championships on the 8th June at Hills Wood near Dum-
fries. The teams entered are 2 Open teams, 1 M35, 1
M17, 1 Womens Open and 2 Ad Hoec teams. All teams are
for 3 people. If you feel you are not being catered
for it is probably because you didn't contact me.

Once again I am pleading for officials and
helpers. We need helpers at Drummond Hill on 28th Sep-
tember (note change of date), a planner is required
urgently to help Charlie Walton plan day 6 of Highland
'87. We also need a full set of officials for a badge
event at Kinnoull Hill (Perth) next April and a
Lothian O-league at Ewe's Hill (Stow) om 11th January
1987.

There is no Scottish 6 day event this year but
instead how about trying one of the English multi day
events? I have got details and entry forms for the
"1986 Mammoth Weekend", 4 days of orienteering in the
Lake District from 16th-19th August, and the "1986
White Rose Weekend", 3 days of orienteering on the
North Yorkshire Meoors from 23rd-25th August. Ir
interested please contact me.

A final plea - please turn up at the AGM and
annual meal, particularly if you are a new and "unk—
nown" member.

Andy Spenceley

™



ESCC PRECITERT'S CCLULX
. Devid slew Golisth, and ESCC
ver pessSport Cup victory (3rd
time 1lu n Cth largest O' elub in Scetland
bezt ik & henks tc everyvone who turned out,
to pll whe scored points especially teo our 5 outrignt
class winness {(¥eryl, andy, Zddie, Bill and Ten) - 1t
couléd be your turn next, especielly if our next
opponernts ere weak in your aze group.

Deteils of the next rouné eslisewhere in this issue
or from Jonr Eerris.

Cn the maegping front, Yeryl Iarshell as co-
ordinetcr for ithe eres ies looking for wveoluntesers to
remap the existing Fentlendes arez, once the mapping
ceacon is over (2-2 weskes time). Please ring her, or
Erigget Jerdire [club meppine ce-ordinztor) if you
are irnterssted. It is revision maprine, so it is much
easier thzn the primary mapring of lalkeitnh Ferk,

Reet of luck in the forthcoring Championship
season.

Cheery C'
Ian Jeckson

COMPASS SPORT CUP
ESOC v SOLWAY 13/4/86

Thanks to good organisation by John Morris,
an excellent turnout of 33 runners and some
good steady runs by most of those 55 runners.
ESCC managed to beat Solway 70-56. Well done

" to all concerned. Results were as follows:
ORANGE EsocC 11 Sclway 10
R Lessells 5
Ruth Lessells 4
P Williams 2
RED ES0C 9 Solway 12
W Gould 6
M Williams 2
S Morris 2
BLUE ESOC 11 Solway 10
E Harvey 6
D Wood 3
R Pyatt _2
GREEN ESOC 15 Sclway 6
M Marshall 6
—. C Wood 5 ©
'R Pyatt _4

BROWN (Team B) ESOC 13 Solway 10

B Bate [}
1 Jackson 5
J Morrcis _2

BROWN (Team A) ESOC 11 Solway 10

A Curtis
M Kassyk
D carmichael

lowa

The next round is against Clydeside probably

in mid-June. See you there.

Ben Bate

BOF-Teachers/Club Coach Awards

A training and assessment course leading to
the BOF Coach Awards is to be held in

Lothian. The first date will be 20/9/86.

Further details from Pete Leach, 9 Elcho Road

Longniddry - 52060. Clesing date is 13/6/86,
no EOD.

L

SITUATION VACAKNT -~ WANTED

Helpers - for Summer 'O' Series. Contact
e i
organiser or turn up on the day. Experience
not essential.

& Day '87 - ESOC as supplying two controllers
but may be asked for another major official
(organiser or planner). If you are interested
contact Ian Jackson (445 2921) ASAP.

Surveyors - ESOC are currently mapping a
number of areas and require experienced
surveyors to help the mapping co-ordinators
who have already been appointed. Novice
surveyors who want to get involved are also
welcome. Contact Ian Jackson (445 2921) or
Bridget Jardine (0506 §52818)

Experienced Mapper - To map 2 new area south
of Capeiaw Hill - to ©Dbe added to the
Pentlands Map.

Planner/Controller/Organiser =-. ESOC's LOL.
Septemper 1986 contact lan Jackson. Three
posts are available.

MAPPING UPDATE (ESOC)

palkeith - David Lane has finished this area
and an 'O' event is to be held there on
14/5/86 at 6.00pm.

Glentress - Much of the surveying has Dbeen
done over the winter. Graham Pyatt 1is
co-ordinating and Bridget drawing this mag.
The area is to be used in November.

Blackford - This area is being surveyed, 1if
you want to help contact Ian Jackson (or is
David Lane now co-ordinating this project?}

Pentlands - Meryl Marshall (449 5716) is
co-ordinating this map and wants to hear from
SUrveyors. The area south of Capelaw needs

primary mapping.

Corstorphine Wood - Edinburgh _Universitg oc
Is believed to have finished this map - 1t 1s
now at the printer.

Ben Bate

Future Social Event - Len Milarski has agreed
to arrange a Superstars type event as a
social, perhaps in October. If anyone has
an comments contact Len - it might be
organised as ESOC v Interlopers (if we
haven't merged by thenl).

3551 or Sites of Special Scientific Interest

Certain areas of the «country have been

designated S§ss1 Dy the Countryside
Commission. Oon a number of occasions
permission for orienteering has been refused
because the area is an SSSI. There are now

hundreds of such areas and there could bs =
threat to '0'. This is new ground and what
is required is a knowledge bank on SSSI's.
Pete Leach of SE Area is currently looking at
all of the SSSI is SE Scotland to see where
there could be conflict between the
conservation aims of SSSI and 'O' as a sport.
Anyone with any information please contact -
Pete Leach, 9 Elcho Road, Longniddry EH32 OLB
- 52060.

This is an area where orienteering needs a
public face so that those operating SS5I

“realise that orientsering is not haraful <o

flowers, trees and wildlife in the way that
horse-riding or motor cyciing might be.
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much against a merger, and woul to put forward
some ¢f the arguments against jeining up.

Interlopers and ESJOC at present survive side by
side, each with about TC-100 members, its own iden-
tity, and its own way of doing thimgs. Social funec-
ticons, the gpewsietter, and some training are already
in extent, and the clubs do share
area®; they rezain dfffsrent and
sc folk 1in this area have a
to jeirn ther "igeal elub”, and I
e saculd conmtinuve t:s have

EmE e
wnIOK LnE

2lubs havs 2 Tt histerizal
wu sa saguld nss ErriEmigs Shg
oe SEnasIanaw Ex than tus vear
te aT that ke Erigtugset O
fn SHEY Sooe cacw sLreng iz
an se sghoul te ced, Lesking
- % ig ¥ gay TNzt Tl

. 22 sesr, asd

en: 2 =

= %

=. Tota zliubs kaw
sazbers, shough ssmpetitive girengihs zay
- not uausual in evelwving cluts,
be 1like when we've been going as lcag as IZS0C? It is

true thatz, in Interiopers, the mcst active members
(and mos: of the commitiee) tend to be younzer and
represent different interests taan their EZSOC ecuntar-
parts, but this is partly du= ta, and partly the cause
o, the differences between the clubs. I think that
the differences are werth preserving, and in any case
taey tell me that the two clubs are not sultabie can-

didates for & merger.

Club identities are lmportant but difficult to
quan:tify, sc how about scme of the other arguments for
or against a merger? A new club, if formed, would be
big (assuming memders re-joined - a brezkaway club has
been mentioned already!). QOrienteering is a developing
sport, and we would hope to attract more members, so
the club could get bigger - and probably more dis-
joint, more difficult to run, and more impersonal. I
only know about half of the club at present, and [feel
that our current membership level is about right -
manageable (eg newsletter deliveries), yet big enough
to provide support, put on events, have worthwhile
socials, get out relay teams etzs. As far as the Com-
passSport cup goes, a combined elub could provide a
very stroaog team, probably too strong for other Scot-
tish clubs_. - so where's the competition, the sense of
achievement whea you win? Alsc far fewer members would
get “competitive™ runs in cup matches, and a lot of
fun could be lost.

I do not believe that a combined elub would put
on many more events or do much more mapping. These
depend very much on individuals, and new, good quality
areas will not appear overnignt. This year the Edin-
burgh eclubs are putting on badgze events in September
and November = I don’t think a combined ciub would.
Between us we are putting on six or seven "summer Os”
- would a single bigzger club put on mors? We are
heavily invelved in two days at Highland '87; I don't
see a post-merger club taking on two days at Loch
Lomond '39. I agree a smaller proportion of the club
would be on the committee, and there may be more
mindians™ available to get on with more wuseful jobs,
but 1in this instance I think less committee members
might lead to less participation, to more apathetic
folk not getting too involved. This might be what you
want, of course, but its not the way ahead for the
sport. Another minor problem a merger wouid not help
is finding controllers for events, as the twoc clubs
can help each other out at present.

How about training? Would a combined club provide
a better service to its members? In a year on the
Interlopers committee no one has yet asked me about
training, so I would question the demand. If members
want to learn, they could start by asking. I belive we
are already 1in a position to help people if there is
demand, and both clubs have pools of experienced
orienteers. Members from both clubs come along to phy-
sical training on tuesdays and thursdays, no problem
there, and other training if provided could easily be
made open to all. ‘ N

-
b
= czn
k, but do we need the formzligsz Stiructure? Why not
z

kees soccials cpaa  tc whoever we wapt & %4

let each club get on with arranging fu;c;ioi:ua;a,tggi
please? We might gst 2 zore natural flcw of events
rather than having to think things up month by mcnth'
although much will depend on socifal secretaries. A;
long as communication between the clubs continues, we
can still have joint socials, but they doa't have to

be part of a {ully iztegrated system.

meationed tion, this brings us to
ni production at present,
b arate duplication and
i atter for a zarzad glu
4 fdu=l, =nd 4fstr-itution
w Jo3l overszl =
an

T 2 «

i |
1TO D
¢ Bt |

e

L5
over Li=f slles
a zafcr for %
e b se==t
Test s te =
= ol B 3 3he =
el or oe- a2 ducad
woul chesg oS wWe wouldn't Be lustered
wizh irreisvans and tne editor would
have zo 2 5 sroducs thing when 4t was —
econvenian:t, A elub pewsls can alsc help in the
development of "glub spirit", not easy if two rival

clubs are Involved.

It has been sald that our fimansiazl position
would be strongar after 2 mergzer, but I do not see
thisz 22 2 big problex at gresent, since we are not
short of money. We don't nead a combined elub to help
each other out with equipment if the nesd arises,
though cars is required here : is it a good idea to
merge with a club that has not yet got round to
replacing the poles for our club tent (which broke
hile on locan te ESOC a year ago)? (ES0C have,
neidentally, naged to buy thenselves a new teat in
the meantime ....)

[

I think that there is plenty of room in Edinburgh
for two clubs to survive, but we must work to ¥eep our
club strong. To merge is to give in to apathy; I
believe we have more to lose than ESOC because it is
the more easy going Interlopers way of dcing things
that is going to be lost. I've heard tales of ESOC
commitize meetings going on well past my bedtime -
perhaps not true, but indicative of a different
approach that is all part of club identity. lLets hang
on to our identity, get back to our own newsietter,
and keep ESOC as friendly rivals. As long as we talk
to them, and pool our resources when it is advanta-
geous, we can almost have our cake and eat it.

\

Charlie Walton

SRIT  THE. MAP
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We hope that the favourable comments ztout the area
after Tayside '85 will encourage lots 27 pecple to come
along to our event. It is to be a ranking event and might
be the SE Area championships. A good size entry will help
offset the additional costs we will have due to the
distance to the area. It is proposed to have master

@maps and entry on the day only. Keep the date free

as the more helpers the better - some Interlopers may
still be able to have competitive runs.

COMPASSSPCRT CUP

The Interlopers v Clyde match was held zt South Achrav
on 13th April, and we leost T1-51.

HIGHLAND *'87

h Cay event is

ti=-day on your do
¢ is to be Zsauly
the Achil

later

means tzat our problems will preck
or the elite clzsses and poasi

television etc. The other clubs invoived are {lyceside

and ARGS, sc between us there appears to be z reasonable

coobination of numbers and experisnce. Our biggest headache
fer the time being is scrting out voluntesers for the main

Jobs - planning, organising, and controliing. The
Interlopers committe= thought that planning would be our

most suitable option, and Charlie Walton might take the

job on (With an assistant), though it is difficult to make

plans so far in advance. If you have not tried a Scottish

& day yet, it is a must for all orienteers, so consider

next summer's holiday already booked!

DNPZALCPERS 11tk

Venue: The Sommerville Room at the Edinburzh University
Sports Centre in the Pleasance.

Date: Thursday 22nd Nay 1986.

Time: 7-00pa.

1. Apologies for absence.
2., Minutes of the 1335 AGHN:
a) Apgroval
b) Hatters Arising
3. Chairman's Revort.
4. Financial Statement for the year ending 31/3/86.
5. Nembership Fees Tor 1987.
6. Election of Office Bearers :
a) Honorary President
b) Chairman
e} 3Secretary
d) Treasurer
e) Newsletter Bditor
f) Social Secretary
g) Junior Hember
h) S.E. Area Representative
i) Two COrdinary ilembers
7. Motion. Proposed Bob Cherry, Seconded Andy Sopenceley
"I propose that this club should merge with
Edinburgh Southern Orienteering Club to form a single
new club with a new constitution and name.”
4., Any other competent business.

B B kB S S

411 members of Interlopers are urged to attend the
AGli to make sure their voice is heard on point 7 of the
agendz. According to ihe constitution: "Decisions by
vote at an AGU or a Special HNeeting require a simule
majority of those voting. Postal votes received at the
Secretary's address before the day of the Meeting shall
be accepted.”

Andrew Spenceley

«...3TOP PRESS.....

More new members : welcome to Alison Geddes (W21),
Simon Thompson (M21), and Fiona
McGee (W ). .

I see no mew arguzents either for er azzinst

A11 the points raised by Bot azd all ihe poi

mention here wers considered two years ago at the time
of the guestionnaire. I irusit that the commi*iee Zave
re-read all the written comments which came in along
with the questionnaires. I read these at the time and
can remember a number of very strong opinions being
expressed both for and against a merger, and do not
believe that such sirong views will zhanze in less than
two years. B

Any historical connection that Interlopers had with
Edinburgh University and any old rivalrieg between the
clubs are not important. What matiers is the present.
There are two opern Edinburgh clubs, each with.rnughly

W

the saze nuzter of mezbters and each havinz its own
aztitude to the sport and iis own charactier. Althoush I
srafer Interlopers' attifudes, I am sure that some othar
ceorle prefer EZSOC's.

tWwo. Oriezteering is
has mere than one ciub. There
ciubs and at least two sailizgz clubs.
diflerent things of a ¢iub and have &if
about how a club should be organised, s
not te two or mors clubs catering for ¢

nt opinions
way saould there
se individual

_preferences?

The main arguments for the merger tend to rely on the
assuzpiion that the joint club would have a greater
nuzber of mecbters to call on, so more would zet done,
This is just not true. I admit that the jeint elub would
have more members than either individual club, and so
would probably manage to organise more events and map
more areas than either individual cluk, but a joint club
would have nc more members than both individual clubs
together and so there would no: be a greater pool of
people aciive in the EZdinburgh area. It is probable

that less would te achieved by a joint club having a
large membership because many existing club members help
out because they are needed and because there are few
other people to do the job if they don't. In a larger
club there would always be "someone 2lse™ who could do
it and so fewer people would become involved. The number
of active planners, organisers and mappers will probably
fall if the clubs merge.

I consider that the joint newsletter was a serious step
in the wrong direction. The joining of the newslettlers
took place while I was Interlopers' editor, but I should
siress that I was against the idea and only went ahead
with it as a result of a mandate from the committee and
membership at large through the questionnaire. The joint
newsletter does not, in my experience, significantly
reduce the editor's workload, and does lead to
differences of opinion on editorial pelicy. The current
incident invelving CompassSport is a perfect example.

The loss of the club newsletter, and in my opinicn we
have lost it, weakens the identity of the ciub and
pernaps causes the confusion in the minds of newcomers

to orienteering in Edinburgh. Freviously, a newcomer
would probably have approached both clubs, read the
different newsletters and chosen the club whose attitudes
most closely agreed with his/her own. This is not so
easy now.

I agree that a merger of the clubs would aveid a
newcomer having to choose between two clubs, but is the
reduction of choice a good thing? I think not. If
anything, we want to accentuate the differences between
the clubs, not merge them.

On the subject of socials, I see no conflict between
having two clubs with separate newsletters but joint
socials. I don't think that all the socials necscsarily
need be joint. It could be restricted to where there is
sufficient interest from each club or where it would not
be viable to organise something for a small number of
people. Indeed, in the latter case we could even have
socials in conjunction with other orienteering clubs or
with clubs from other sports. This could be a way to
attract new members. E

To summarise, it is my view that we should:-
a) Remain as two separate clubs each wit? its own
character and its own way of doing things.
b) Split the newsletter again to help to give each
club its own identity back. L. .
c) Continue joint socials, perhaps even joint with
other sports,



To Merge or Kot to Merge? - that is the Qusasticn
by Michael Burton

Prescript: I wrote this articl before I heard of
ESOC's famous victory over Solway. I thought they were
going to be thrashed, as, I think, did everyone else!l
How wrong I was!

I write this article on the day one of the
clearest reasons for merging Interlopers and Edinburgh
Southern has been made apparent. Today in the Com-
passSport Cup Interlopers were thrashed by Clyde and,
I expect (though I have not yet heard the result) that
ES0C have been thrashed by Solway. And the reasons
for the defeats are complimentary. Against Clyde we
dominated the M21A4 course but completely lacked
runners in the younger juniors and veterans classes.
And for exactly the opposite reason did ESQOC succumb;
for they have the juniors and veterans but lack those
in between.

However our failures in the CompassSport Cup are
not reason enough to merge the clubs. Orienteering
elubs are not formed to win cups and trophies, but to
promcte the sport of orienteering. Competitive success

is a2 secondary aim. The question to be asked is, are:

we succeeding in our aim of prometing the sport in
Edinburgh? To do this we must produce maps, organise
events, provide instruction and training, have sceial
activities and a host of other activities that
orienteering clubs get up to. The trouble in Edinburgh
is that we don't really have two clubs; we are two
dimorphie parts of the same beast. And as such we fail
to function as we should. For most of the active
membership of Interlopers the club provides exactly
what we want to get cut of it: regular physieal train-
ing sessions, travel to major events, good pub even-
ings and socials. However we are poor at making maps,
organising events, teaching novices and holding
socials that appeal to families. Although we have the
experience in the club to provide these services we
are normally too busy competing, training, or partici-
pating in "fringe" activities such as hill running and
ski-ing, to devote the time needed., The ESOC member-
ship having, dare I say it, shaken off the frivolities
of youth and acquired the responsibilities of parent-
hoed, are more capgble of providing the necessary

Edinburgh Southern Orienteering Club
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& o 2 baziancec
ers would be able tc pro-
f activities and nelp the
sport to thrive in the capitel. A% the moment we are
stagnating; the sport has no direction 2 aix for in
Edinburgh and is drifting. A unified eiub will help us
-2 E
+

to reloczts before we go toe far astray.

What I have written above makes it sound that I
only want one Edinburgh elub. However I believe that
Edinburgh should be abie to support two orienteering
clubs and for these two clubs to cater for the sport
better than one large club. For two balanced c¢lubs
also encourage a sense of friendly rivalry. Each c¢lub
tries to outdo the other in staging events and the
competitiveness is essential in increasing standards
in the sport. Witness the situation around London.
The population may be much greater but there are over
a dozen clubs serving England's capital. Some of these
clubs only serve small geographical areas, have very
limited terrain, yet are thriving. The supreme example
is Croydon 0OC (CROC), formed only three years in an

rea served by three clubs. Covering just one London
borough, with just one area in their boundary {(znd
that a parkland), they now have a large, active and
balanced membership, and provide regular training and
socials. There are no superstars in the club yet, but
CROC is conspicuoue at every event in southern Eng-
land; they have a great time and are even beginning to
make 2 mark in the scuth-east of Erngland's alub league
(despite virtually all the membership starting the
sport in the last couple of years). It has taken enor-
mous effort and enthusiasm of one man, Keith Jarret,
to get CROC going, but now the effect is that of
Jjuggernaut. Edinburgh eould benefit enormously from
like injection of enthusiasm 1o the sport.

So what is to be done, do we merge or do we not?
As it stands our two club system is not a success. The
two clubs require a balanced membership and the only
we wWill achieve it is by arranging a few transfer
deals between the eclubs. Not a popular method I am
sure! To start two balanced c¢lubs from scratch is
obviously not practicable at the moment. No, the only
way to get capital orienteering back on the course is
to merge - roll on Edinburgh Orienteers!
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J t2zms znd few ze in and Jean Szith has eventually actually
ti cocaputerised results: we kzow that Jungle on Operation Thingy (caz you
Caris Whalley, Pste Couldery and Earry Woodfine all vEan 3“°“1d” now be in one of the
ran, but they all got l3st somewhers iz the computar! parts of "PNG" (Papua New Guinea to you - another awk-
Chris and Pste had the rare honour of being the first ward one to spell), armed with machets, hammoek and
two Cfinisners can day 2 ({shame it wasa't 2 chasing putiees, but should be back in thrse months if she
szart}, and in fact finished before anyone else survives.
starsea - shey were headiag off on a ski-ing aoliday, s .
so had arranged Saz starcs! 41tk Anne and Jeaa away, Sarry Woodfine and Joam
#itchell have both be2az busy moving house. Zarry is
i new living next door to thes Pantliands, lots of good
- f1%a local running sc he could be 3 zan to wazen this sea-
< sr- scz, wnils Jern has Jcinsd tze e of fiat
::“3:3:? f:a rs wiL new atcle i 3 i foam tha
sheull hzvs zz2d 1
tZeir &conos Ty 5
getiing che ef is
teiding 2 ! e
forwarl - W 1=
phumy e ads ss r
tas ros -1 S
Tirve ] d
Gim ‘2 ir
LES - e
dz nis s
—ne zar 2nd
B aar
2 s Sa-
Closar to noze, Iazerlapars zanagaed to meg:a oa the aAxmerican way Aaf 1ifs, and on the
CompassSgors  cup erizataering in North America. The letier is going
ssem very kasn on round s¢ Lif you're Intarestad try and track Lt down -
Sussaq, Chairzag us proud and Fhe:e shculd be a faw good contacts if you're
in the 421 seeiicn but Civde nad icc auch streasth in taiaking of going to the USA yourself.
the youngstars/aoldias classes - ualucky, but we'll win e ; i
3 cup matsh yet, wait $ill the full strength ©Balfour Tae hill raciag se2son 1s again with us and we
teaxz aggears. 2ack in the Trossachs a feuw weeks later, ars pleased ta report thal Aady Spenceley has been
at the Loca Ard bacdge event, we hear we nad a winner sizated running agaln, aldeit fairly gaatly. Andy,
well done to Lorna 3oyd, even if she was Petz Couldery and Bob Cherry are, along with other
as an ZUGC zember. Alsa, a wesk sarlier cerrys, making up a team in the Scotiish Islands
member calied Charlies Waltoa won M21A at Feaks running/sailing race this month, so we wish them

Norzh badge event, and in the most recent }uck. Mike B?rton is shcuing_sFme‘form ?n the hills
tiza of "Score", more Iaterlopers sucesss - conZra=- tand aot only on thursday nights), and iatast news is
tulaticns 9 Carrie Woolvertor an aer victory in tae that he picked up a varisty of useless prizes at the
Lothian @ League; we hope to see Carries moving up from 3en Lomond race after placiag 9th. We look forward to

reporting lots mere good Interlopers results over the
next {ew wWeeks, so Xeep them rolling in!
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) Due toc circmstances bewvond my control (a2 tslavised Appetites are usually large after a 3ash run =0,

ice hockey match) the skating night had to be cancelled if you want to stay ahead of the pack, follow

at shert notice. Apologises to anyone who tumed wp to these simple rules :

find just a cancellation notice - I did try to reach as

many people as possible by phone. 1. Arrive early and choose your table carefully;
The next social is on May 22nd after the AGM and takes avoid an all male cast as they eat mores and are

the form of a Chinese meal at the Dragon FPearl (opposite faster too.

the Playhouse) at 9 p.m. A table for 25 has been booked

and although numbers will be gquite flexible it would be 2. Insist on eveyone using chopsticks, this way

helpful if you could give me a ring in advance if wou want half the company will spend a frustrating

to come - 343 1828. evening dropping food everywhere, guaranteeing
Pete Woolverton has kindly agreed to organise another more for you. This is especially true if you've

Water "0 on Linlithgow Loch following last year's popular taken the elsmentary precaution of practising

event. This will probably be one evening in July - details your chopstick techanique the night before.

and exact date to follow.
3. Treat the meal like

lemen ghicken and 3
And scame more news about soeizls : low seoring rice i

a Score Zvent - zo for the
2t zcore pcints, leave the
11 last.

L. Den't talk, eat. Zngourzge the comrades to chat
waile you munch, an oeeasicnal nod and gTunt

Gonm C31is
I 2ear I-gx Doug Wood tzat Jeha Colls will o B} should keep your end of the conversaticn zoing.
be iz Scozlazé at the szd of Mar. Jebm will = !
e a: tze Iurlers' Bar Imverzess Izs Rimk Finally 5. Don't sit st the same tabla zs ze, I'1l
woick of eourse is the Ivent Cazires foo zae caly steal your lezoa ohigken!
Brizisz 8z=zZzs cm 3at 257 r & o3 :
Jean i3 az ex = who ed to Viezoria Cliff Whnite
Australiz scme —~
LATEST noos . 1.
Juze) Ncostalgia "o' eveat Stuart Zdzar = : Caﬁb?'wq' KL, 12 oo,
e 4uC 4I23 Celebratimg I30C's zIst Courwaaciaae) E=mde , Lpm
r 2 @ at Carmichael esate.
Auz 3 Car rally Lem Milarsziki Peniecuik
73 7238
Berand Tke Conirols
2L may Meet John Colls Curlers Bar

Izverzess Ice Rink & pm.
t

i

foilowing oy cress stupidify in feiling to realize i

Si3F FUT 23 ARRIL Hilary Fairlie. theres vas a 2nd Haster map at the Compass-stort Cup event
at Dalswinton, it ig just eg well thet oy enloyment of
b e:-:_:e:_'ience of 'hzshir}g'so it was with scme 10" events is not confined to the competition,
turned up 2t Blzckford Fond on Wednesday nicht d . :
grew a3 Zddis Hzrvey turned up,scaked to the skin
and cengealed flour,hzving laid the trail. Partigularly since mostly having roungsisrs in tow I

orance,as I was,'bzshing'invalves follawing a
¥ dfuls of Zlour drorped every hundred yards or -
sc.Tzen you will come %o a flour circle on the grourd and the irail neerhy znd =m zluways 2 Bif surssiced not ta find other
svors. The rurners spread out in all directions,shouting 'Checking' e e -
until the 1 is picked up agzin and the finder yells 'On,On'to
2lert the others who follow..ihile following tre tr-2il one is meant Zow pany running at Dalswinion were aware thzi ihere,

usuzlly taks advantage of visiting rlaces of interest

10f 47res there.

t0 shout'Crn,Cn'con uzlly but I found this somewhat difficult
- - - = - i 5 5 5 L Yo ¥ Frm . = A 3 3
Ceiiveen gasss,and we protvz3iy scored the living daylizhts cu: of ihe oz 2 loch in tze estete grounds,e zost signd event
conva]:iescent patients a2t the Astley Ainslie where we ran through ihe took :lace on 14ih October 1788, This was the scene ~=
grounds.
. % 5 . 5 he trial £ the worlg! ery first samshi
'It's about 10K'quoth Ed<fie.'I'llcome back in zbout an hour!'I the trials of the world's very first steemship.
zlanced at the dozen zssembled athletes,iculd I keep up?3ut I dig, Built by Patrick Miller, the estzte owner, this rzmelasss
e 7 = s 2 i :
ks Ddartly to Sen 3Bate who invariably r off in the wro i s . p . ’
SERS PAnS.J e ¥ EER One A0 T3E Treng shiz nad twin hulls witk paddles beiwsen and propelled
irection when 'checking' so was always in sizht cafching up with = *+
tae lezders(zni overtaiting them only to zet lost azain!),partly by 2 = 2.2, engine buil: by um. Symington,later credited
throuzh the multi-Zecibelled tones of the'Cn,Cnners?,and of coux s 4 s 1Az §
L S T, e S it il winltey witz building the better imown, and zcrs successful,
decause of tne gallants who waite2 for me as I picked my way knee
deep througi the mud in some cbscure pa-t of the Herzitage of Braid, "Ckerleite Dundas® in 1202. Miller's ship was only Z5fest
Ho i el v qat s i oy o oo swpi Do oo B . . }
Zsc.azsured me he had anned that part of the rouie szec in length. Alse of interest is that Robert 3Burms, who was

Tor me!I shall sacrily be running a competition for the best

for zetting my own tack.The prize will include mud-wresiling then ferming I1lislend 4

your cheice of the szid lir Harvey or lieryl Streep.BEddie is at present end it is possible may heve been on DOErd.

is moment suggesiing that in order io encourzge younger members of -

ne cluds only Wll o #1i9 should be eligivle.The Interlopers secretary

s ‘just remindfed E}im thal: this__is a f:'amily.ng-:sletter. . Ellisland which Burns fermed for F+ years and whers he

The weather held up zll evening and we visited many plzces I didn't -

“now existed-mostl; muddy!Zddie had toll us there was one backirack

and two false trails.lan Jacikson's expertise quickly solved the authentic seiiing., On that dreich day we wers 2srecizlly

backtirack,and we never found the false trzils,althourh I now have to

admit that we might never hzve got out of the istley iinslie had a

porter not told me where he'd seen the 'laddie'wno lzid it going! us since she ushered us inio the kitchen to the warmih of
The estimated aour lengthered and with every turn away from

irectly across the Nith, was

wrote 'Tam Q! S’:*.E_",‘cer; nouses e number of rslics iz
arrreciziive of the hospitable welcome the cusiodizn gave

Babrtie's own fire

51 ford Ziil thne lansuage bluened.Eventuzlly we arrived back tedragg-
led and collapsing afier spending lOzinutes searching in vain for the
end of the trail....ne'd run out of flour?lo-he thousht these spent y 3
. 5 = o a4 th of 31llisland i ther gem. Perha:

creatures would like a burn-up at the endd Four ailex Seuth of 211z 1s 2notaer g hass

It was 2 thorcugnly enjoyzble event,made even betiter by the team— the finest surviving stone circle on the Scotiish mainland,.,
work element where the faster rumners did t nunting work while the

B TR, Ras S £5E ruRaers he funting wor known as the 'Twelve ipostles®, :

slower ones had a chznce to catcn up.To mount my soapbox for a second,
isn't this what spori should be about?

The occaszion culminated in a Chinese banguet at the Loon fung,where Thus although I am unli%ely ever to retura laden with
we ate an interesting assortment of dishes(I'm convinced eyeballs g i
featured)and Cliff and 3en demonstrated ably how to replenish the energy
they'd lest running double the distance of anyone else.

A 0ig 'Thankyou'to Zddie.A'must’'for a cepeat. e Taasds, B560.

*Q* trophies there are many rewards for those who seek theg.



